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Government of Karnataka, Dept of Agriculture.

Introduction - Millets

Karnataka is a significant producer of millets in India. According to the data available (refer the
chart below), the state’s millet production and yield has constantly been good.

Production and yield of millets in Karnataka can be affected by various factors such as
climate change, soil quality, and farming practices. The state has over the years adopted
several progressive measures to improve the production and yield of millets.
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These include adoption of
i. Promoting sustainable farming practices and improve soil health : This includes
crop rotation, organic farming, and efficient irrigation systems to enhance millet
yields and reduce environmental degradation.
ii. Developing climate-resilient crop varieties. The state ecosystem is encouraging
farmers to adopt high-yielding millet varieties, such as finger millet (ragi) and small
millets (like navane and savi), which have shown promising results in Karnataka.

Further, the state government is encouraging support for enhancing Millets production
by implementing policies and programs that support millet cultivation.

This includes
i. Value Chain Development to strengthen the millet value chain by supporting
processing, storage, and marketing infrastructure. This is helping increase farmers’
incomes and encourage them to cultivate millets.

ii. Market Promotion to raise awareness about the nutritional benefits and culinary
uses of millets to increase demand and promote market growth.

iii. Other measures include providing subsidies, credit facilities, creation & support
for farmer federations and technical assistance to farmers.
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Introduction - Organics

Karnataka has been actively promoting organic farming, and the state has seen significant
growth in organic production.

According to various studies, organic farming in Karnataka has resulted in higher yields and
better crop quality. The state has seen increased yields with several farmers reporting higher
yields after switching to organic farming methods. Organic farming has also led to improved crop
quality, with farmers reporting better taste, texture, and nutritional value. Organic farming has
the potential to provide higher returns to farmers due to premium prices for organic produce.

Challenges
India
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There are some challenges towards shifting to organic farming. The higher cost of
production for organic farming compared to conventional farming is a major deterrent.
One of the other challenges faced by organic farmers in Karnataka is yield reduction,
especially during the conversion period from conventional to organic farming. Organic
farming requires certification, which can be costly for small-scale farmers. This can be a
barrier to adoption for some farmers.

The state government is well aware of these challenges and has taken several progressive
measures to ensure the sustainability and scalability of organic farming in the state. These
include Organic Farming Policy which provides incentives and support to organic farmers;
offering subsidies and grants to farmers to adopt organic farming practices and Training
and Capacity Building programs for farmers, extension workers, and other stakeholders.

Thereisagrowing demand for organic produce in Karnataka and India, driven by increasing
consumer awareness and preference for healthy food. Karnataka intends to tap into the
national and global organic market, with the state’s organic produce being exported to
countries like the US, Europe, and Middle East as also other parts of the country. The
state also intends to developing local markets for organic produce to help increase sales
and provide better returns to farmers. Many Agtech and Fintech companies have their
operations in the state. They are in the form of value chain companies, start-ops and post
start ups with technology based business integration.

As a part of ITF 2025, the dept of Agriculture, govt of Karnataka has planned B2B event
on January 23 to 25, 2025 at Bengaluru. You are requested to send in the filled up
qguestionnaire attached with the invite mail for facilitation of registration. Final agenda
will be shared closer to the event start date.
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For More Information Please Contact \2\

Sri .Chandrakumar N Smt. Hemalatha
Assistant Director Agriculture officer
Agriculture KAPPEC, Organic Farming Cell
Bengaluru. Department of Agriculture,
Contact no.: 9480316528 Bengalurls

Contact no.: 8277926688

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE FAIR
2 02 5 ORGANICS
& MILLETS
January 23 to 25, TRIPURAVASINI,
PALACE GROUND, BENGALURU

www.organics-millets.in
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